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PUBLIC SCHOOLS — PROVISION OF SOAP AND HYGIENE MEASURES 

481. Mr R.H. COOK to the Minister for Education:  

I draw the minister’s attention to comments in the media from the Royal Perth Hospital infection prevention and 
management coordinator, who, in an article in The West Australian dated 1 June, stated — 

… hand washing with either alcohol rub or soap and water was a vital measure in controlling disease. 
“Workplaces and schools should provide soap and water for hand washing,” … “It breaks the chain of 
infection and removes transient carriage of germs on a person’s hands.”  

(1) Will the minister advise the house of any additional hygiene measures introduced into Western 
Australian public schools in the wake of the swine flu outbreak? 

(2) Will the minister confirm that public schools across Western Australia do not routinely install soap in 
toilets and bathrooms? 

(3) Will the minister tell the house how many schools across the state do not have soap? 

(4) Will the minister outline the standard protocols in Western Australian schools designed to ensure that 
soap is available in all toilets and bathrooms?  

Dr E. CONSTABLE replied: 

(1)-(4) The member has raised a very, very important issue. Not only is it important, generally, but it is 
certainly very important at the current time, with the swine flu epidemic that is hitting Western 
Australia. All schools have a school budget, out of which they are required—or supposed—to provide 
soap. However, I know that some schools do not do that. I do not have the exact number for the 
member, and I am not sure whether it would be very easy to find out, but I will see whether I can find 
out the number of schools that do not provide soap. It is an issue that was raised with me some weeks 
ago, and I made the point that the member is making in his question about how important it is for 
schools to have soap and that I expect soap to be in schools. That is an issue that has been dealt with 
before news of this epidemic hit. 

Mr E.S. Ripper: Are you confident that it has happened? 

Mrs M.H. Roberts: If the minister said that two weeks ago, it should be there at every school. 

Dr E. CONSTABLE: That is certainly what I think, but each school makes that decision. I think that soap 
should be provided in every school. I am sure that everyone in this chamber agrees with me. There are still some 
schools at which soap is not provided because of problems that they have had with kids stuffing soap down 
toilets, and other problems of general destruction of soap and dangerous situations that have been created in 
school toilet blocks. I will make sure that this information is sent to schools once more. However, certainly the 
policy of the department is that schools should provide soap, and certainly my view, which I have transmitted to 
the director general, is that I expect soap to be provided in all school toilet blocks. 
 


